UY BAN TIN LY HOI PONG GIAM MUC HOA KY
Ngay 7 thang 12, nam 2007
Nhirng Piéu Can Pugc Lam Sang To trong Sach
Being Religious Intergeligiuosly: Asian Perspectives on
Interface Dialogue _
(Theo Pao theo chiéu hudng Lién Tén: Vién Anh A Chau vé Poi
Thoai Lién Tén)
cua Linh Muc Phéré Phan Pinh Cho.

1. Viéc khai trién moén than hoc vé da tén gido, tic Ia moét mén than hoc “tim céch
diéu nghién theo anh sang duc tin Kité tam quan trong cua cac truyén théng da dang
cla tdn gido trong chuong trinh cltu d& nhan loai cla Thién Chua,” 1a mot céng tac
quan trong theo nhu cau cap bach cua viéc déi thoai ton gido trong thé gidi toan cau
hoéa nay. Tam mdc quan trong clia mot cudc diéu nghién than hoc nhu thé lam cho
viéc nghién cllu ndy phai dudgc thuc hién cdch nao dé€ bao tén chan ly cua tin ly Céng
Gido, tlc la gilt cac nac thang cla cac chan ly khac nhau lién quan dén ddec tin Kitd
gido cho co6 trat tu va su toan ven hdp I€é cua cac ton gido khac.

2. Trong sach Being Religious Interreligiously: Asian Perspectives on Interfaith
Dialogue, Cha Phérd Phan Dinh Cho, hién gilt ghé Ellacuria clia khoa Tu Tudng Xa Hoi
Cong Giao thudc Phan Khoa Than Hoc tai Dai Hoc Georgetown, da lanh trach nhiém
ban dén nhitng nhitng quan tam vé van hda va nhitng van dé than hoc trong pham vi
da dang vé ton gido. Tuy nhién, cach thiic sach nay trinh bay moét vai van dé than
hoc da gay ra nhitng luu tam nghiém trong.

3. Vi nhitng lvu tdm nay ma Thanh BO Tin Ly Puc Tin da yéu cau Hoi Béng Giam Muc
Hoa Ky m& mét cudc dinh gid vé cudn sach Religious Interreligiously.*> Sau khi nghién
clru cudn sach, Uy Ban Tin Ly d& mdi Cha Phan tra I3i v& nhiing cau trong sach nay.
Vi Cha Phan d3 khéng dua ra nhitng giai thich can thiét d&€ lam sang to van dé, va vi
nhifng sy map md trong sach vé nhitng van d& chinh yéu cua dic tin, nén Uy Ban
Tin Ly quyét dinh dua ra mot I8i cdng b vira d€ vach ra nhitng diéu ma hd cla cudn
sach va tai xac nhan gido hudn Cdng Gido vé nhitng diém xac dang.

4. Ban van nay sé ban vé nhiing lanh vuc dang quan tdm: i) Bdc Chua Giésu Kito
nhu 1&a Padng Clu D6 duy nhét va phd quat cua nhéan loai; ii) Tam mlc quan trong vé
clfu do cla cac ton gido ngoai Kitdé giao; iii) HOi Thanh nhu la cong cu duy nhat va
phé quat cla on clu dd. Mdc du cubn sach con cd nhitng 1anh vuc dang luu tdm
khac, nhung chdng tdi cho rang nhitng diéu noi trén la nhitng diéu tram trong nhét
va vi thé chdng toi chu tam dén nhirng diéu nay.

I. Pi’'c Chida Giésu Kitd nhu 1a Pang Ciru D6 Duy Nhat va Pho Quat cia Toan
Thé Nhan Loai.

! Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, Notification on the Book Toward a Christian Theology of
ReligiousPluralism by Father Jacques Dupuis, S.J. (24 January 2001)
(www.vatican.va/roman_curia/congregations/cfaith/documents/rc con cfaith doc 20010124 dupuis en.
html), Preface.

2 peter C. Phan, Being Religious Interreligiously: Asian Perspectives on Dialogue (Maryknoll, N.Y.: Orbis
Press, 2004).




5. Pdng ra thi vai diém trong sach Being Religious Interreligiously cé xac nhan tinh
duy nhat ctia Bdc Chla Giésu Kitd. Theo sach nay thi Blc Kitdé dugc dién ta la cha
y&u duy nhét cua on cttu dd “bdi vi bién c6-Kitd thudc vé va Ia cao diém cua chudng
trinh clfu d6 cda Thién Chua... ‘Tinh chd yéu duy nhat’ cua Chua Giésu cé nghia la
Ngudi va chi cé Ngudi “md clra cho moi ngudi d&n gan Thién Chla.”® Nhung & diém
nay tu “duy nhat” bi loai ra hodc dugc chdp nhan véi su dé dat map md.

6. Being Religious Interreligiously dién ta Chua Giésu nhu 13 “duy nhat” véi didu kién
Ia tinh duy nh&t nay khéng nhitng chi “chu yéu” ma con “tudng déi.” Vi la “tuong
dGi” (theo nghia ma cubn sach gan cho tir nay) nén tinh duy nhat cia Duc Kitd
khong phai la riéng biét hay tuyét d6i, badi vi Ngudi khong phai la Pang Mac Khai va
Clru D0 duy nhat trong chudng trinh clru do cia Thién Chua. Theo cudn sach thi buc
Kitd cé mot vai trdo duy nhat, nhung vai trd nay “lién hé” véi nhitng nhan vat khac la
nhitng vi cling cé vai trd trong chugng trinh cta Thién Chua. Blc Kitd “cd thé dugc
néi la ‘Bang Trung Gian duy nhat’ va nhitng nhan vat ciru d6 khac va cac vi trung
gian phu ta thudc cac ton gido ngoai Kitd gido” bdi vi “cac vi nay lam trung gian clfu
d0 cua Thién Chua cho cac tin d6 cua ho theo mirc d6 clia ho, va ho lam thé qua
quy@én ndng cua Logos (Ngdi Ldi) va Than Khi.”

7. Being Religious Interreligiously noi rd rang cach ma nhitng nhan vat cllu d6 va cac
ton gido ay tham du vao cong trinh clru d6 ma DUc Kité dem lai khi€n cho cac ton
gido ngoai Kitd gido nay khéng can d6i sang Kitd gido.® Diéu ma cac tén gido nay
dua ra hoan toan khac.” Cudn sach dién ta nhitng su khac biét nay nhu 13 bé tuc
(cho Kit6 gido):

“Trong pham vi nay that 1a hitu dung d& nhdc lai réng Chla Giésu d3 khéng
va da khéng cé thé mac khai moi su' cho cac mén dé cua Ngudi va chinh Chda
Thanh Than la Pang dan dua ho dén ‘chan ly hoan toan’ (Ga 16:12-13). Co
thé& 1a Chda Thanh Than s& dan Hoi Thanh dén chan ly hoan toan qua viéc ddi
thoai v@i cac ton gido khac ma trong dé6 Chuda Thanh Than dang hién dién
cach sinh déng.”®

8. Trong khi & vai diém trong sach xac nhén tinh duy nhit cha Blc Kitd vdi cac diéu
kién trén, thi & diém khac tir “duy nhat” bi hoan toan loai bd. “Ngudi ta cé thé dat
van dé vé su hitu dung cua nhitng tir nhu duy nhét, tuyét déi, va ngay ca phdé quét
dudc dung dé dién ta vai trd cua Chua Giésu ngay nay.”® Mdc dau nhitng tr ndy cé
thé hitu dung & mot thdi diém, “tir nglr khéng trdnh dudc viéc gén lién vao cac moi
trudng xa hoi chinh tri va van hda, va hoan cdnh ma nhiing tir nay da dudgc sir dung,
& nhiéu noi trén thé gidi, thudng bi ra nho ban vi chi nghia dé€ quéc thuc dan, bdc 16t
kinh t& thdng tri chinh tri va chén ép tdn gido.”° T&r d6 cudn sach két luan réng

3 Phan, Being Religious Interreligiously, p. 66; see p. 144. The quotation is from Jacques Dupuis, Toward a
Christian Theology of Religious Pluralism (Maryknoll, N.Y.: Orbis, 1998), p. 387.

* Phan, Being Religious Interreligiously, p. 66; see p. 144. The author notes that these expressions are
borrowed from Dupuis, Toward a Christian Theology of Religious Pluralism, p. 283 (see Phan, Being
Religious Interreligiously, p. 144 n. 14).

5 Phan, Being Religious Interreligiously, p. 67.

® Phan, Being Religious Interreligiously, pp. 66, 144.

7 Phan, Being Religious Interreligiously, p. 65; see also p. 67 n. 20.

8 Phan, Being Religious Interreligiously, p. 144-45; see pp. 65 and 67.

° Phan, Being Religious Interreligiously, p. 143.

19 phan, Being Religious Interreligiously, p. 143.



nhitng t&r “duy nh&t”, “tuyét d6i” va “phd quat” da khdng con hitu dung nifa va can
phai dudc loai bo va thay thé bang nhitng tir khac tuong x&ng hon vé than hoc.”!!

9. Bdi vi it ra la viéc dung mot s6 t&r ngi trong cudn sach cach nudc déi da lam cho
ban van trd thanh tdi nghia cach dang ké va vi néu doc sach nay céch cbng binh sé&
lam cho ddc gia tréd nén nham lan dang ké trong viéc hiéu biét vé tinh duy nhét cua
Dlrc Kitd, cho nén can phai nhac lai mot s6 yéu td can ban cta gido hudn HGi Thanh.
Diém then chét clia van dé 13 sach Being Religious Interreligiously khdng dién ta day
du va chinh xac gido hudn ctda HG6i Thanh.

10. Trong tuyén ngébn Dominus Iesus, Thanh B0 Tin Ly PUc Tin da truc ti€p dé cap
dén nhitng sy map md dudc tim thdy trong sach Being Religious Interreligiously.
Tuyén ngdn nay canh cdo vé su hiéu IAm vé Chla Giésu va cdng trinh cltu dd cla
NguGi. Tuyén ngon viét:

“Trong suy tu than hoc hién dai thudng xudt hién mot 16i suy tu vé Chua
Giésu thanh Nazareth cho rang Ngudi la mét nhén vat lich s dac tha va hitu
han, da8 mac khai Thién Chla khdng phai bang moét phudng cach ddc nhat,
nhung bdng moét phudng cach bé tic cho nhitng nhan vat cé tinh cach mac
khai va cltu do khac. Mau Nhiém VO Han, Su Tuyét D6i, va Co Ban cla Thién
Chula nhu vay tu phoi bay cho nhan loai bang nhiéu cach va qua nhiéu khudn
mat I;cz:h sU: Chla Giésu thanh Nazareth chi l1a moét trong nhitng khuén mat
nay.”

DE chdng lai nhitng trinh bay sai lac nay, tuyén ngbén Dominus Iesus cdng bé:
“Nhirng thuyét nay hoan toan trai ngudc véi duc tin Kitd gido. Gido ly dic tin ma
chlng ta phai tin cach chac chan rang Chla Giésu thanh Nazareth, con clia Me Maria,
va chi minh Ngusi, Ia Con va la Ngdi Ldi ciia Chda Cha.”*3

11. Viéc Blc Chla Giésu la Con Thién Chda hang hitu nhap thé lam ngudi ludn ludn
l[a dlc tin chda HOiI Thanh. Su két hgp gilta nhan tinh va thién tinh xay ra ngi Blc
Chua Giésu Kitd tu ban chat clia né d3 Ia duy nhét va khong thé 1ap lai dudc. Ngdi vi
DPang la Con Thién Chua ciing chinh 1a con ngudi, Dang la Blc Chla Giésu Kitd.'* Bai
vi nhan tinh va thién tinh két hgp vdi nhau trong ngdi vi cia Con Thién Chua, Ngudi
dd dem nhén tinh va thién tinh lai v8i nhau bang mét cach ma khéng cé mot nhan
vat ndo trong lich st cé thé sanh dugc.

12. Trong gido huan cta HOi Thanh, Chua Giésu khéng phai chi la Pang uu viét gilra
cac nhén vat cltu d6 khac. La Con Thién Chua nhép thé&, Chla Giésu mac khai cho
nhan loai tron ven chén ly ciia Thién Chua. “Va Ngéi L&i trd thanh nhuc thé va & clng
chung ta, va chdng toi da thay vinh quang cua Ngudi, vinh quang cia Con Mot Chua
Cha, day an sung va chan ly” (Ga 1:14). Tin Mirng Thanh Gioan cling tuyén xung:
“Chua moét ai da ting thay Thién Chua. Con Mot Ngai, la Thién Chua, la Badng & canh
Chua Cha, da to Ngai ra.” (Ga 1:18. Ciling xem Mt 11:27; TBCV 14:16; DT 1:12).
Dominus Iesus viét rat ré rang vé chan ly cta Tin MUrng nay:

1 phan, Being Religious Interreligiously, p. 144.

12 Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, Dominus Iesus: Declaration on the Unicity and Salvific
Universality of Jesus Christ and the Church (6 August 2000) (www.vatican.va/roman_curia/congregations/
cfaith/documents/rc_con_cfaith_doc_20000806_dominus-iesus_en.html), no. 9.

13 Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, Dominus Iesus, no. 10.

14 See Council of Chalcedon, Enchiridion Symbolorum Definitionum ed Declarationum de Rebus Fidei et
Morum, ed. H. Denzinger and P. Hinermann, 39th ed. (Freiburg im Breisgau: Herder, 2001), nos. 301-2,
and Second Council of Constantinople, Enchiridion Symbolorum, no. 424. See also, The Catechism of the
Catholic Church, nos. 461-69.



“Trén hét can phai tai xac nhan tinh cach chung quyét va hoan hao cua mac
khai cua Plc Chla Giésu Kitd. Thuc ra, chdng ta phai tin chdc rang, trong
mau nhiém cla Dlc Chua Giésu Kitd, Con Thién Chla Nhap Thé, Péng la
‘dudng, su that, va su séng’ (Ga 14:6), toan bé mac khai da dudc ban ra.”*®

13. Hon nita, Bldc Chiua Giésu Kitd, nhu 1a Con Thién Chlda nhép thé, la phuong tién
clfu d6 ddt khoat va phé quat cua Thién Chua Cha. Chi cd cdi chét hy té cla Chua
Giésu m&i cé thé dem lai on tha toi va giao hod nhan loai toi 16i v6i Thién Chua.®
Nh& su phuc sinh cia Ngudi, Ngudi d3 chién thang su chét va phuc hoi su séng. Nh&
Ngudi ma Chda Thanh Than dudc d6 xudng trén Hoi Thanh trong ngay 1& Ngii Tuan.
Chung ta chi dugc thong phan vao su s6ng Thién Chua qua viéc Chua Thanh Théan
ngu trong ching ta va bién déi ching ta thanh dudng tir va dudng nit cha Chua Cha
(xem Rom 8:14-17) nhd két hgp vdi nhan tinh phuc sinh ctia Buc Kitd, Ia nhan tinh
dudc két hgp vdi thién tinh cia NgudGi. Chuadng trinh cu do cia Chua Cha dat dén tot
diém ngdi Blc Chua Giésu Kitd, Con Mot cha Ngai.

“Trong Ngudi, ching ta dugc clu chudc nhd mau Ngudi, dugc on tha téi theo
su phong phu cla an siing Ngai, 1& 4n sing ma Ngai d& d6 tran trén ching ta.
Trong tat ca su khon ngoan thong biét, Ngai da to cho ching ta bi€t mau
nhiém cua thanh y Ngai; theo ké hoach Ngai da dinh tur trudc trong Ngudi;
nhu mot chudng trinh cho thdi vién méan, d& két hgp moi su trong Puc Kitd,
trén trgi va dudi dat.” (Eph 1:7-10).

14. BGi vi Chla Giésu la ai va nhirng gi Ngudi da lam va tiép tuc lam nhu Chda Phuc
Sinh, nén Hoi Thanh, tl thdi so khai, da tuyén xung rang: “Khong cé on clu dd noi
mot ngudi nao khac, vi khéng cé mét danh nao khac dudi gam trdi nay dugc ban cho
nhan loai, ma nhd dé ma chidng ta dugc clu do” (TBCV 4:12). biéu nay khong co
nghia rang tin d6 cac tén gido khac khéng thé dugc clru dd, nhung la su clru dd cua
ho luén dudc thuc hién mot cach nao dé nhd Buc Kito.

“Cho nén khéng mét ai cé thé di vao hiép théng vdi Thién Chlia ma khéng qua
buc Kitd, nhG tac dong cua Chua Thanh Than. Blc Kit6é la BDang Trung Gian
duy nhét, phé quat, thay vi 1a mét trd ngai trén dudng dén cung Thién Chua,
Ngudi la dudng dugc chinh Thién Chua thiét lap, 1a mot su that ma Ddc Kitd
hoan hoan y thirc. Mac du chdng ta khong loai trir nhitng hinh thic khac nhau
va trinh d6 khac nhau cta nhirng trung gian phu, nhitng hinh thic chi c6 y
nghia va gia tri qua su trung gian cua Chinh DBuc Kitd, va ching khong dudc
hiéu 1a song song hay bé tlc cho su trung gian ctia Ngudi.”*’

15 Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, Dominus Iesus, no. 5.

18 See Council of Trent, Decree on Justification (De justificatione), Enchiridion Symbolorum, no. 1529;
Second Vatican Council, Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy (Sacrosanctum Concilium), no. 5, and Pastoral
Constitution on the Church in the Modern World (Gaudium et spes), no. 22; See Catechism of the Catholic
Church, nos. 613-14.

17 pope John Paul II, Encyclical Letter on the Permanent Validity of the Church's Missionary Mandate
(Redemptoris Missio) (http://www.vatican.va/edocs/ENG0219/ P3.HTM), no. 5. See also Pontifical
Council for Inter-religious Dialogue, Dialogue and Proclamation

(www.vatican.va/roman_curia/pontifical councils/interelg/documents/rc pc interelg doc 19051991 dialo
gue-and-proclamatio en.html), no. 29: "From this mystery of unity it follows that all men and women who
are saved share, though differently, in the same mystery of salvation in Jesus Christ through his Spirit.
Christians know this through their faith, while others remain unaware that Jesus Christ is the source of
their salvation. The mystery of salvation reaches out to them, in a way known to God, through the
invisible action of the Spirit of Christ. Concretely, it will be in the sincere practice of what is good in their
own religious traditions and by following the dictates of their conscience that the members of other




15. Dominus Jesus xac nhan vai tro ciru d6 doc nhat nay cua buc Chua Giésu Kito.
“Ngudi ta c6 thé va phai néi rang Blc Chua Giésu Kitd cb vai trd quan trong va mot
gia tri cho nhan loai va lich st cta ho, vai trdo va gia tri nay duy nhat va phi thudng,
chi thich hgp v&i Ngudi ma thdi, déc nhat, phd quat, va tuyét déi.”*® Theo cau nay,
Dominus Jesus két luan rang: “Nhu vy, ly thuyét vé ban chéat gidi han, thi€u hoan bi
hay béat toan cua mac khai cia Pdc Chlda Giésu Kitd, phai dugc bd tic bdng nhitng
chan ly tim th8y & cac tén gido khac, 1a ngugc lai véi dirc tin cua HOi Thanh.”*® Tuyén
ngén cling xac quyét rang: “nhirng giadi phap dua ra rang c6 moét hanh ddng ciru do
cua Thién Chua & ngoai vai trd trung gian duy nhat cua bBic Kitd dudc coi la di ngugc
lai dirc tin Kitd gido va Céng Gido.”?° Ngugc lai, “chiing ta phai tin chic chidn nhu mot
chan ly cua dirc tin Cdng Gido rang y dinh cltu d6 phd quat cia Mot Thién Chla Ba
Ngdi 1a ban tdng va hoan tadt mét Ian cho xong trong mau nhiém nhép thé, su chét
va s6ng lai cua Con Thién Chua.”!

II. Tam Quan Trong Vé Ciru P9 Cua Cac Ton Giao Ngoai Kito Giao

16. Hoi Thanh xac nhan rang cac tén gido ngoai Kitd gido that su coé chlra dung mot
sO y€u t6 cua chan ly. Moi ngudi déu cé tan day long mot ao dugc biét Thién Chua,
DPang |a cllu canh va nguyén thuy chung cta nhan loai.?* Nhitng ngudi di tim Thién
Chua trong cac tén gido khac da thiét Iap nhirng cach séng va hinh thanh nhitng gido
hudn “thudng phan anh mot tia cia Chan Ly &y Ia Chan Ly c6 thé chiéu soi cho moi
ngudi”®® H6i Thanh coi nhitng yé&u t& cla su thién hao va chan ly tim th8y trong cac
tén gido khac nhu 1a mot su stra soan cho Tin Mirng.**

17. Con sach Being Religious Interreligiously thi khong chdp nhan gido huan nay vi
coi né nhu la chua nhin nhan day du tdm quan trong vé clu d6 cua chinh cac tén
gido ngoai Kitd gido: cubn sach bénh vuc quan diém cho rédng: “cac tdn gido ngoai
Kitd gido ndm mot chiic ndng tu tri trong lich st cfu d6, khéc v3i chirc ndng cua Kitd
gido,” va “cac tdn gido nay khdéng thé dudc ha xubng vai trd chuén bi cho Kitd gido
hodc dugc hoan bi hoa béng Kitd gido.”?® Sach nay xac quyét:

“Chu nghia da ton gido . . . khéng phai chi la van dé thuc t€ ma con la van dé
nguyén tdc. Nghia 1a cac tén gido ngoai Kitd gido cd thé dugc xem nhu mét
phéan cla chuong trinh quan phong cta Thién Chua va dugc phd cho moét vai
tro dac biét trong lich sir clru d6. Cac tén gido ay khong phai chi la mot “su
stra soan” cho, “nhitng tdng da 16t dudng” dan v&, hay “nhitng hat giéng” cua

religions respond positively to God's invitation and receive salvation in Jesus Christ, even while they do
not recognize or acknowledge him as their saviour."

18 Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, Dominus Iesus, no. 15.

1% Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, Dominus Iesus, no. 15.

20 Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, Dominus Iesus, no. 14.

21 Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, Dominus Iesus, no. 14.

22 Catechism of the Catholic Church, no. 842.

23 Second Vatican Council, Declaration on the Relation of the Church to Non-Christian Religions (Nostra
Aetate) (www.vatican.va/archive/hist councils/ii vatican council/documents/vat-

ii_decl 19651028 nostra-aetate en.html), no. 2. See also Catechism of the Catholic Church, no. 842.

24 Catechism of the Catholic Church states: “The Catholic Church recognizes in other religions that search,
among shadows and images, for the God who is unknown yet near since he gives life and breath to all
things and wants all men to be saved. Thus, the Church considers all goodness and truth found in these
religions as ‘a preparation for the Gospel and given by him who enlightens all men that they may at length
have life’”” (no. 843). The Catechism is here quoting Second Vatican Council, Dogmatic Constitution on the
Church (Lumen Gentium), no. 16. It also refers to Second Vatican Council, Declaration on the Relation of
the Church to Non-Christian Religions (Nostra Aetate), no. 2, and Pope Paul VI, Apostolic Exhortation
Evangelii Nuntiandi (8 December 1975), no. 53.

%5 pPhan, Being Religious Interreligiously, p. 144.



Kit6 gido, va dudc tién dinh la sé dugc hoan bi bdi Kitdo gido.” Trai lai, cac ton
gido nay tu chdng cé su tu tri va vai trdo riéng cla ching nhu nhirng con
dudng clru dd, it ra 1a cho nhitng ngudi theo chiing.”?®

Cudn sach néi ngugc lai dieu ma Céng DBo6ng Vaticano II cd tinh quyét dinh khéng
“xac nhan rang nhirng tén gido nay c6 nhirng chiic ndng nhu la nhitng con dudng clru
dd mot cach tudng tu nhu thé€, ch& ding ndi la song song véi Kité gido,” theo lap
trudng ciia mot s6 than hoc gia hién dai, ma chinh tac gia cling tu cho minh la mot
ngudi trong s6 dy. Cac than hoc gia nay tin rdng can phai di xa hon |ap trudng cua
Cdng Déng va phai xac quyét rdng “cé thé ndi rdng cac tdn gido nay la nhitng con
dudng clru d6, va chd thuyét da ton gido la mot phén trong chudng trinh quan phong
cua Thién Chua.”?’

A

18. Cach quyén sach dung cac tir “nhitng con dudng cltu dd” va “tu tri” chlra dung
nhifng map ma& nghiém trong. M6t dang thi su tu tri cia nhitng con dudng ciu doé
nay dugc mo ta la khong tuyét doi; su cu d6 cla nhitng ngudi ngoai Kitd gido van
“lién hé” moét cach nao doé vai Dlc Kitdé. Theo sach nay thi bién c6-Kit6 la “su thuc
hién cudi cung cua chuong trinh cu do cua Tién Chda” va “la diém ddt khoat cua
chuong trinh nay.”?® Pang khac ban chat cua su lién hé ndy vin con mu md. Cudn
sach xac nhdn mot cach phirc tap rdng: “Su tu tri va su lién hé khong tuong phan 1an
nhau nhung phat trién theo ty 1& truc tiép v6i nhau.”?® Tuy nhién trén thuc té& ISi xac
nhan nay lai bi danh d6 bdi viéc gan cho cac tén gido ngoai Kitd gido mot su tu tri la
su tu tri dua dén viéc ho nghi ngay ca y tudng truyén gido cua Kité gido cho cac tim
do cla cac ton giao ay.

19. Culn sach xac quyét trong phan mdé dau rang viéc qua quyét rang Thién Chula
c6 mot y dinh chac chan vé cac tén gido ngoai Kitd gido nhu 1a nhitng con dudng clu
do khac nhu la mot phéan trong chuong trinh citu d6 ma Ngai quan phong “dem theo
né modt hdu qua sdu réng va thay d6i tdn gdc viéc thuc thi truyén gido cla Kitd gido
va dua ra cau hoi nhitng cau hai nhuc nhdi vé viéc trg lai va rira téi nhu la nhiing
muc dich chinh cta viéc Phic Am hod.”*® Cu6n séach ly luan réng néu Thién Chula
that su cé y mudn cho cac tén gido ngoai Kitd gido hién hitu nhu nhirng phuadng tién
clru d6, thi chinh muc dich lam cho moi ngudi trd lai Kitd gido la sai lac. “Thuc ra,
néu chu thuyét da ton gido thudc vé su quan phong cua Thién Chua ch& khong phai
chi 13 hoa qua cla su tdi 16i cua lodi ngusi, thi khdng nén va khong dudc bdi bd né
bang cach lam cho tat ca cac tin d6 cac tén gido ngoai Kitd gido trd lai, it ra la trong
cudc hanh trinh chung cua ching ta trong lich sir.”*?

20. Vi toan thé& cudn sach dua vao y tudng la su da tdn gido chinh Ia mét phan cla y
dinh rd rang trong chuong trinh cla Thién Chla, né c6 thé dua ddc gia dén két luén
l[a H6i Thanh c6 nhiém vu ludn ly phai han ché viéc mdi goi ngudGi ta tré vé cung Duic
Kitd va tré nén phan tlr cia HGi Thanh cua Ngudi. Theo sach nay thi “khdng nén va
khong dugc hay bo” da ton bang cach trd lai Kitd gido. Diéu nay ngu y ndi rang viéc
ti€p tuc truyén gido cua Kité gido cho cac tin do cac ton gido ngoai Kité gido la lam
ngudc lai v&i muc dich ciia Thién Chua trong lich sir.” Mot két luan nhu thé, thay vi
[a mot “su tudng xirng hon vé than hoc” clia gido hudn ctia HOi Thanh, thi trén thuc

26 phan, Being Religious Interreligiously, pp. 65-66; see p. 143.
27 phan, Being Religious Interreligiously, p. xxiii; see pp. 139-40.
28 phan, Being Religious Interreligiously, p. 144.

2 phan, Being Religious Interreligiously, p. 144; see p. 66.

30 phan, Being Religious Interreligiously, p. xxiii.

31 phan, Being Religious Interreligiously, p. xxiii.



t& 1a mot sy thay ddi 1am lu md gido hudn H6i Thanh. O diém nay, su tu tri cia cac
ton gido ngoai Kitd gido da che khuat su lién quan vdi Bdc Chua Giésu Kito.

21. LGi kéu goi chdm dut viéc truyén gido cla Kitd gido la trai ngugc lai véi s vu ma
Chinh Blrc Kit6 trao pho cho HGi Thanh la: “Vay, cac con hay di va lam cho mubn dan
trd thanh moén dé, rira téi cho ho nhan danh Chia Cha, Chia Con va Chua Thanh
Than, cling day ho giif tt ca nhitng gi Thay da truyén cho cac con.”? Haon nita, néu
moét ngudi chdp nhan rang Dlc Chla Giésu Kitd chinh la Pdng ma dlrc tin Kitd xac
quyét la Con Thién Chua hang séng lam ngudi, va nhd Ngudi ma vi tru dudc tao
thanh va nhd cai chét va su séng lai cia Ngudi ma nhan loai ¢ thé dat dugc su sdng
dgi doi, thi that 1a thi€u mach lac khi ly luén réng t6t han la dirng ndi cho mot sd
ngudi chan ly nay.

22. S vu truyén gido cta HOi Thanh khong phai la viéc ap dat quyén luc ma la viéc
toé bay tinh yéu cho toan thé gidi. biéu rat thuc la cac ton gido khac khong cé su toan
thé chan ly ma Chda Cha mdac khai trong Plc Chla Giésu Kitd va su sung man cla
tinh yéu ma Chua Cha d8 xuéng trong Chda Thanh Than phai thic ddy cac Kité hity,
vi yéu thudgng moi ngudi, ma chia sé ddc tin cua minh v&i ho. Trao tang cho tha
nhan mén qua cla budc Chua Giésu Kitd la tang cho ho mét mdén qua cao quy va gia
tri han tat ca moi mom qua khac, bdi vi chinh Ngudi la moén qua tur & ma Chua Cha
ban cho moi ngudi. Cho nén khdng can phai cé su xung khac gilr viéc bay td su kinh
trong d6i v@i cac ton gido khac va chu toan s vu ma buc Kité da truyén la cong bo
Tin MUrng cho mudn déan.*

23. Su théat |a Being Religious Interreligiously c6 thé dua ra viéc chdm duat s vu
truyén gido cua Kité gido cho thdy mot s méo mo trong phudng phap cua sach nay
nhu 1a mot tdc phdm cua than hoc Kitd gido, mot méo mé bat nguyén tir su ngoan cd
ha gia vai tro doc nhat cla Bdc Chua Giésu Kité nhu la Dang ('u DO thé gian. Trudc
hét, chinh tor nglt dung dé dién ta cac ton gido ngoai Kitd gido nhu Ia “nhitng con
dudng cliru do” theo y mudbn clda Thién Chua, ma nhitrng con dudng nay lai tu tri doi
vdi Kitd gido thuc su &m chi mot vién cadnh vuct ra ngoai dic tin Kitd, dm cho mét
ngudi cd thé phé phan diéu gi la c6 gid tri cltu dd “vé tén gido” trong mot tdn gido.

24. Tuy nhién, than hoc Kitd gido dugc gay dung trén mac khai siéu nhién dudc chap
nhan trong ddc tin, ch khéng ddn thuan trén mot kha nang tu nhién cda mot con
ngudi dé cé dudc su hiéu biét vé Thién Chua. Than hoc gia Kitd gido trudc hét phai
chdp nhan chan ly mac khai dugc tim thdy trong viéc rao gidng Tin MUng va trong
truy@n théng tin ly ciia Hoi Thanh, dé c6 gang di dén mot su hiéu biét sdu xa hon va
danh gid cao han nhitng gi Thién Chda da mac khai. B&i véi mot than hoc gia Kitd
gido, tm quan trong va gia tri ciia nhirng niém tin cla cac tén gido chi c6 thé dugc
ding gid trong vién canh dlc tin ndy. M&c khai Kitd gido doi budc phai xem xét va
lugng dinh gia tri cu do cla bat cr chan ly vé tén gido nao theo anh sang cua chinh
Tin Mirng.3* Khdéng cd mot thdm phan hay trong tai ndo cao trong han né.

32 Mt 28:18-20. See Second Vatican Council, Dogmatic Constitution on the Church (Lumen Gentium), no.
17, and Decree on the Church's Missionary Activity (Ad Gentes), no. 1; Catechism of the Catholic Church,
no. 849; Pope Paul VI, Apostolic Exhortation Evangelii Nuntiandi, no. 14.

33 See Second Vatican Council, Declaration on the Relation of the Church to Non-Christian Religions
(Nostra Aetate), no. 2; Pope John Paul II, Encyclical Letter on the Permanent Validity of the Church's
Missionary Mandate (Redemptoris Missio), no. 55.

34 See Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, Instruction on the Ecclesial Vocation of the Theologian
(24 May 1990)

(www.vatican.va/roman_curia/congregations/cfaith/documents/rc con cfaith doc 19900524 theologianv
ocation en.html), no. 10. The Congregation points out that elements taken from any source of knowledge




25. Cudn sach nay trdnh né viéc xac nhan 13 tat ca moi tén gido c6 thé gom lai thanh
mot kinh nghiém tén gido ndong cbt chung cé thé dugc dung lam nén tang cho viéc
xdy dung mét than hoc phé quat vé ton gido.”® Tuy nhién, hdu hét ngdn tir trong
sédch ngu y rdng vién tugng cdn ban cla né khong phai la vién tugng riéng biét Kitd
gido ma la mot vién tugng “tdn gido” ph6 quat hon, mét tén gido mdt cach nao dé
cao han bat cir mot tén gido riéng biét nao. Thém vao viéc dung cum t&r “nhirng con
dudng clru do” va “tu tri,” mot thi du khac cla vién tugng xem ra cao hdn nay 13 viéc
dién td cach chdc chdn vé viéc “theo da ton gido,” dugc dién tad Ia didu “*°khong
nhitng 1a cé thé, ma con dang ao udc.” Being Religious Interreligiously dua theo hién
tugng nay ma dit tén cho cudn sach.?”

26. Mot thi du khac vé khuynh hudng thién vé vién tugng ton gido phd quat cé thé
Ia viéc ban ludn vé nhitng cdch thé ma trong d6 cac tdn gido “bé tic” hay “slra sai
cho” nhau. “Khéng phai chi cac tén gido ngoai Kitd gido c6 thé dudc bd tuc bdi Kitd
gido, nhung Kitd gido cling dugc b tlc bdi cac tén gido khac. NG6i cach khac, tién
trinh b8 tlc, thing tién, hodc ngay cd slta sai 13 tién trinh hai chidu 14n nhau
nghich”® M&c dau cuén sach néi rang “su’ quan hé 1an nhau nay” khoéng phuong hai
dén ddlc tin ctia Hdi Thanh, nhu thé thi it ra viéc xac nhan cé mot tién trinh bd tic va
slfa sai nay am chi rdng c6 mét ngudi nao d6 & trén ca dic tin Kitd 1a ngudi cd thé
phan quyét rang mot ti€n trinh nhu thé that su da xay ra.

III. Hdi Thanh Nhu La Céng Cu Cliru Pd Duy Nhat Va Phd Quat

27. Mac du sach Being Religious Interreligiously khéng ung ho tam quan trong doc
nhat va phé quat cia Chua Giésu cach hoan toan, thi sach cling nhin nhan rdng moét
ngudi cé thé va nén trinh bay xac nhén vé tinh duy nh&t va phé quat cia Dlc Chua
Giésu trong pham vi d&i thoai lién ton, it ra la dudi hinh thic c6 diéu kién.* Tuy
nhién khi néi vé& HOi Thanh, sach nay ly ludn rdng nén “bd hoan toan” viéc Hoi Thanh
nhan 1a duy nhat va phd quat.*® V& I5i cdng b6 nay cudn sach ghi nhan rang

“diéu gay ra nhiéu hoai nghi va ngay ca xdc pham la mot co ché nhan loai
nhu hdi thanh Kitd, véi mot lich sir ddy anh sang va t6i tdm, 1&n 16n ca tot
xau, lai tv nhan la moét binh doc quyén chlra dung an sdng cia Thién Chua
trong khi c6 qua nhiéu bdng chiing cho théy rdng céc cd ché ton gido khac,
khéng thua kém gi hdi thadnh, da 1a cong cu dé dat dén su tét lanh (va dudng
nhién 1a ca su x&u).”*

Trong khi khong ro rang la doan nay co trinh bay chinh xac lap trudng cla tac gia
hay khéng, thuc ra nhitng ly do dua ra dé giai thich viéc phai tir bé xac nhan vé tinh
duy nhéat va phd quat clia Hoi Thanh t&t ca déu lién quan dén mét van dé: tinh nhéan

apart from Christian revelation are subject to a discernment for which Christian revelation serves as the
final criterion: "The ultimate normative principle for such discernment is revealed doctrine which itself
must furnish the criteria for the evaluation of these elements and conceptual tools and not vice versa."
35 Phan, Being Religious Interreligiously, p. 98; see pp. 90-91 and pp. 119-20.

36 phan, Being Religious Interreligiously, p. 67.

37 see Phan, Being Religious Interreligiously, p. 78.

38 phan, Being Religious Interreligiously, p. 66; see also p. 144.

3 Phan, Being Religious Interreligiously, p. 91.

0 phan, Being Religious Interreligiously, p. 100. The book stresses the distinction between Christ and the
Church, between Jesus and Christianity (pp. 92-98).

41 phan, Being Religious Interreligiously, p. 95.



loai cta HOi thanh va su dinh 1u cia HOi Thanh vao téi 16i va bat céng trong lich
sur.4?

28. Tuy nhién, HG6i Thanh khong phai don thuan la mét cd ché giéng nhu nhitng co
ché khac. bung la Hoi Thanh gom nhitng con ngudi va theo nghia nay thi H6i Thanh
& mot ¢ ch& nhan loai. Tuy nhién, Chla Giésu, Con Thién Chua nhép thé, da theo
Thanh Y clia Cha Ngudi, ma thiét 14p Hi Thanh qua cudc ddi, cai chét va su s6ng lai
clia Ngudi. Trong ngay LE Ngili Tudn, Chula Giésu gui Chda Thanh Than, la I8i h{a cla
Chilua Cha, xudng trén cac mon dé va tu giday phut ay, Chua Thanh Than trd nén
ngudn mach cua su séng va su thanh thién cua H6i Thanh.** Hoi Thanh & thudc vao
su hién diéb ctia Chua Thanh Than la Pang hoat dong trong HGi Thanh, cho nén Hoi
Thénh ciing 1a mot co ché& cda Thién Chua.*

29. Cubn sach that dung khi vach ra rang aclc phan tl cta Hoi Thanh, qua dong
lich sir, & pham t6i va vi th& [am t6n thuong dén su dang tin cdy cla viéc lam chirng
cho Duc Kitd trén thé gian. Du vay, su thanh thién cta HOi Thanh khong phai chi
don thuan dugc dinh bdi su thanh thién (hay téi 16i) clia cic phan ti, ma bdi su
thanh thién cta Dau HOi Thanh, 1a Bdc Chua Giésu Kitd. Ngugi la Bang Thanh tdi cao
va la ngudn mach cta su thanh thién cta HGi Thanh ma trong dé Ngudgi thdm nhuéan
HOi Thanh bdng Chua Thanh Than.*® Thanh Than nay dang hoat déng trong viéc
khéng nguing rao giang Tin Mung kéu goi moi Kitd hitu hodn cai sdu xa hon dé€ trd
nén thanh. Tuong tu, chinh qua su thanh thién cua cac bi tich dugc Blc Kito thiét
1&p, ma phan t&r clia Hoi Thanh dudc tay sach tdi 16i va dudc tré nén thanh, dic biét
la qua Bi Tich Hoa Giai va Thanh Thé.

30. Theo Cong DBong Vaticand II, H6i Thanh, nhu mot dan duc xdc dau cua Thién
Chua, la “mot hat gidng trudng clru va chac chan cla su hgp nhét, niém hy vong va
on cltu dd cho toan thé nhéan loai. Pudc Plc Kitd thiét 1ap nhu su hiép théng cla su
sGng, bac ai va chan ly, va Hoi Thanh cling dugc Ngudi dung nhu moét cong cu cho
viéc clru d6 moi ngudi, va dugc Ngudi sai di khap thé gidi nhu dnh sang thé gian va
mudi dat.”*® HO6i Thanh 13 “bi tich cltu d& ph6 quat” rat can thiét da dudc Dlc Kitd
thiét l1ap va ti€p tuc nubi dudng:

“Plrc Kitd da dudc nang Ién khoi mat dat dé kéo moi su 1én va&i Ngudi. Khi
sOng lai tur coi chat, Ngudi gi Than Khi ban su s6ng xuéng trén cac mon dé
ctia Ngudi va qua Thanh Than Ngudi da 1ap Than Thé Ngudi, 1a Hbi Thanh,
lam bi tich phd quat cta on clru dd. Panbg ngu bé hitu Bdc Chia Cha, Ngudi
van ti€p tuc hoat dong trén thé gian dé Ngudi cé thé dan dua ngudi ta vao
HOi Thanh va nha dé lién két ho vdi Ngudi va dé Ngudi lam cho ho dugc héng
phan vao su séng vinh quang clia Ngudi qua viéc nubi dudng ho badng chinh
Minh va Mau Ngudi.”*’

31. BGi vi Hi Thanh la bi tich ph6 quat cua on cltu dd, cho nén bt cr hdng an nao
Thién Chua ban cho cac ca nhan trong bat cf hoan canh nao, ké ca nhitrng ngudi
ngoai Kitd gido, phai dudc nhin trong tudng quan vdéi HOi Thanh, bdi vi HOi Thanh

42 phan, Being Religious Interreligiously, p. 100-1.

43 See Lk 24:49; Second Vatican Council, Dogmatic Constitution on the Church (Lumen Gentium), no. 4;
Catechism of the Catholic Church, nos. 731 & 739.

44 See the Catechism of the Catholic Church, nos. 758-69.

45 See the Catechism of the Catholic Church, nos. 823-29.

46 Second Vatican Council, Dogmatic Constitution on the Church (Lumen Gentium)
(www.vatican.va/archive/hist councils/ii vatican council/documents/vat-ii const 19641121 |umen-

gentium en.html), no. 9.
47 See Second Vatican Council, Dogmatic Constitution on the Church (Lumen Gentium), no. 48.




luén luén két hgp va@i Blic Chua Giésu Kitd, la nguén mach moi an sing va su thanh
thién.*® B&i vi moi an sung déu chay tir Chiia va BPang Clru D6 chiing ta 1a Birc Chla
Giésu Kitdé qua HOi Thanh cua Ngudi, cho nén “ro rang la ngudc lai ddc tin khi coi HOi
Thanh nhu la mét dudng clu d6 song song vdéi nhirtng dudng dudc cac tén gido khac
thiét Iéeé dudgc coi nhu b8 tic cho HOi thanh hay hdu nhu tuong duong vdi Hoi
Thanh.”

KET LUAN

32. Trong khi sach Being Religious Interreligiously dé cap dén mot s6 nhitng van dé
c6t yéu trong ddi séng cua H6i Thanh hién dai, sach nay chira dung mét vai sy map
m& va nudc déi khdp nai cé thé lam cho cac tin hitu bi xdo tron hay I1am lan, cling cé
nhu nhitng doan khong phu hgp vdéi gido hudn cua HGi Thanh trur khi dugc lam sang
td ding cach. Cho nén chiing tdi 1a cic gidm muc va cac thay day vé dlc tin cd bdn
phan phai hanh ddéng dé& gilp bdo dam rang ngudi ta cd thé nhadn ra cach rd rang
tinh doc nhat cua Chua Giésu va cia HOi Thanh va tdm quan trong cllu dé phé quat
cu nhitng gi ma Ngudi da hoan tat dudc cong nhan trong su' sung man cda chan ly.
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